Trust and Commitment

Trust in one’s friend outruns evidence for, and persists in the face of counter-evidence to, our beliefs. It seems to be an aspect of the partiality that violates epistemic norms. Yet our trust is a constitutive element, one of the commitments, of friendship. Philosophers have presented the dilemma as one between practical rationality-- which recognizes the great good of friendship -- and the demands of epistemic rationality.  I will argue that we should recast the conflict as one between epistemic rationality and rationality, simpliciter. An examination of partiality will extract some of the fangs from the charge of partiality toward friends. A more ambitious claim rests on an examination of rational commitments. I will argue that two familiar kinds of commitment are rational insofar as they are required for rational enquiry and deliberation. They satisfy general needs of reason. I claim that the commitment that is trust is similarly required for an embodied rational being. It makes possible the reasoning that is required of inter-personal and communal life.  

